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mr. burton: i thank the gentleman for yielding. i have been in my office listening to the rhetoric, and it's been very interesting.
TimeCode: 18:03:39.1 people have been talking about how this resolution divides us, and i don't think it's the resolution. i think it's the rhetoric. 
you know, we are all in support of our troops. but those who have been over there, as we were just a couple
TimeCode: 18:03:53.8 of weeks ago, know that our troops know they're doing the right thing. they know that the iraqi people are happy that saddam hussein is gone. and we talked to people when i was over there that said they didn't have 400,000 people in mass graves, people that were
TimeCode: 18:04:10.4 tortured in the prisons, but they believe it was more like between a million and 1.3 million. over a million people were thrown into mass graves. that alone is reason enough to get that guy out of there. 
but let's talk about weapons of mass destruction.
TimeCode: 18:04:25.6 let's talk about weapons of mass destruction. in the 1980's, the israelis attacked a nuclear reactor in iraq because they knew he was going to build a nuclear
TimeCode: 18:04:40.0 weapon, and a nuclear weapon is a weapon of mass destruction. and he used, as we all know, chemical weapons to kill thousands and thousands of kurds, women and children, and he used those same things in the iran-iraq war that went on
TimeCode: 18:04:53.5 for seven years. so this guy used weapons of mass destruction. now, he violated every single u.n. resolution that came before the united nations. so why we should believe that he wouldn't have weapons of mass destruction, that he would
TimeCode: 18:05:08.8 disarm himself when he violated every agreement that he made, and he used weapons of mass destruction? so the president had every right to do what he did. 
saddam hussein was a threat, not only to the region but to the whole world. as far as working with al qaeda, you'll never convince m even e
TimeCode: 18:05:24.9 that he wasn't working with the international terrorist network, including al qaeda. that guy wanted to destroy our way of life and everything we believe in. 
some of my colleagues today have been down here on the floor haraungingharanguing about how they feel about this.
TimeCode: 18:05:40.4 i want to quote some of my Democrat colleagues and what they've said in the past. on december 17, 1998, regarding iraqi women and children and how they should be protected, ms. jackson lee of texas said, “i also say that we in this body along with the commander in chief must have a definitive
TimeCode: 18:05:57.8 policy to protect the suffering women and children and to make sure that democracy comes to the region.” that's a little different than the tone we are hearing today. 
my distinguished colleague, whom i have high regard for, mr. skelton of missouri, said, “had the president not ordered
TimeCode: 18:06:12.8 the attack, many would have bitterly criticized him for not having followed through with the tough words he uttered just one month ago.” and also my distinguished colleague from massachusetts, mr. meehan, came to the floor to decry criticism of president clinton's motives for ordering air strikes on   iraq.
TimeCode: 18:06:28.5 he said, quote, “to my colleagues who have questioned the president's motives in the midst of this crisis, shame on them. shame on them for breaking the long-standing tradition that leaves party politics at our nation's shores.” 
what are we hearing today? party politics.
TimeCode: 18:06:46.1 this is a resolution congratulating our troops and talking about doing the right thing in iraq. we ought to be working together instead of criticizing each other for this. and then my colleague from florida, mr. wexler, echoed those sentiments at the same time when he said, “for one day we should have been patriots,
TimeCode: 18:07:01.5 not partisans. politics should have stopped at the water's edge.” how about today? 
that's what the Democrat colleagues of mine were saying just a few years ago. and, of course, the distinguished Minority Leader, ms. pelosi, said on national public radio, “there is no
TimeCode: 18:07:18.1 question that everyone wants regime change in iraq. the question is change to what?” On the O’Reily Factor in 2002, she said, “ think Americans and those in Congress are unified in wanting and joining the President in wanting a regime change in ”  iraq.
TimeCode: 18:07:32.5 and then mr. ackerman -- let me quote mr. ackerman from new york. he said in 2002, “we cannot simply hope that saddam hussein will be deterred. he has shown himself to be a dangerous gambler.” mr. ackerman was not wrong.
TimeCode: 18:07:48.5 this is a good resolution. we ought to join together to pass it.

