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Mr. Burton:  Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of this concurrent resolution sponsored by Mrs. Napolitano of California expressing the indignation of the Congress over the continued arbitrary detention of Dr. Wang Bingzhang by the government of the People's Republic of China. 
In recent years we've all noted Beijing's pattern of using trumped up charges to arrest and detain Chinese academics and proponents of democracy who live outside China during their visits back to their ancestral homeland. In Dr. Wang's case, Beijing has gone one step further in its attempt to muzzle the overseas Chinese community through tactics of fear and intimidation. Dr. Wang was not detained within the borders of China itself, he was instead kidnapped, if you will, abducted during a visit to Vietnam, bound and blindfolded and forcibly transported across the border between Vietnam and China in a clear violation of international law. 
This case serves to demonstrate that despite historic differences, the communist regimes in Hanoi and Beijing are willing to make common cause when it comes to suppressing the voices of the advocates of democratic reform. This is common among communist brotherhood. The People's Republic of China's legal transgressions and abuses in this case are so egregious that the United Nations, despite its sensitivity to Beijing's status as a permanent member of the Security Council declared that the detention of Dr. Wang is a contradiction of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Beijing has further attempted to manipulate heightened post-September 11 international concerns over terrorism by charging Dr. Wang with, quote, ‘the conduct of terrorist activities,’ end quote, due to his advocacy of labor rights in China. The working group of the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, however, has rendered a finding that the Chinese government has offered no evidence of any specific occasion on which Dr. Wang made the alleged calls to violence. Further noting Dr. Wang was a victim of kidnapping by the Chinese authorities who have accused of him. Such false labeling of a victim of abduction as a terrorist is a cynical maneuver, which demeans the memory of the victims of genuine terrorist attacks throughout the world. This is a perfect example of some of the things the Chinese communists do that is just unthinkable and the world should condemn them for that. 
Beijing's border controls not only include cases of bringing people forcibly back into China, as with the case of Dr. Wang and the group of Tibetan refugees who were forcibly repatriated by the Chinese communists in Nepal last year. Beijing seeks to forcibly keep people from leaving. We've heard that before; remember the Berlin wall. The People's Republic of China crossed a new line of inhumanity on the borders last month when according to a reliable NGO report, Chinese border guards shot in the back and killed a North Korean refugee as he was attempting to cross into Mongolia where he would have received safe haven and been free. It reminds you of the Berlin wall and the German border guards shooting to kill refugees who all they wanted was freedom. 
I say here today Beijing, tear down your walls of oppression, of arbitrary abduction of democracy advocates, and of victimization of refugees on the run who cannot defend themselves. First let Dr. Wang go. He is suffering in prison from serious medical conditions. He never had any intention of entering China's territory and he needs to return to his waiting family who misses him dearly here in the United States. And second, lift the bamboo curtain of intimidation directed at both your own citizens inside China and the overseas Chinese community calling for political as well as economic reform in their homeland. 
China has undergone profound change in the last two decades and Beijing has increasingly sought through such actions as participation in international peacekeeping and through hosting the 2008 Olympic Games to take its place among the advanced countries of the world. But, China cannot truly be a great nation until Beijing ends its systematic suppression of individual human rights such as clearly demonstrated in the case of Dr. Wang Bingzhang. 
Mr. Speaker, it's hard to believe that a country that's economically as strong as China would stoop to shooting a person in the back who wants to gain freedom from getting out of their country. And, it boggles my mind that China would actually go into Vietnam, kidnap somebody, blindfold them and take them forcibly back to china when all they want was to see freedom and labor rights in china and keeping this gentleman from his family, I think, is unthinkable. 
So if anybody in the Chinese embassy is paying any attention, this is something you should address very quickly and get this man back home to his family, and with that I reserve the balance of my time. 


