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Ms. Bordallo: Thank you Mr. Speaker, Chairman Regula and Congressman Obey. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to offer this amendment. I come before you today to address the chronic health care disparities in the insular areas. This amendment temporarily brings the insular areas into parity with the funding of other states, while states receive between 50% to 75% in federal matching funds for their medicaid costs, Guam and the insular areas' matching funds are arbitrarily reduced to 25% at the most. The gap in funding must therefore be borne by the local governments. This financial burden has crippled the health care system in Guam. Chronic illnesses such as cancer and heart disease are abnormally prevalent in the insular areas. Diabetes is a leading cause of death in Guam. Contagious diseases like tuberculosis are constant threats to the health of our children. Patients needing emergency care in Guam are often medivac to Hawaii for treatment, largely at their own expense. Guam's only cancer clinic has recently closed. The Guam Memorial Hospital Authority is on the verge of bankruptcy with constant safety concerns. Chairman Burton, Congressman Honda, Congressman Faleomavaega, Congresswoman Christian-Christensen have each advocated forcefully that Congress address this issue and now is the time to do it. We have had a hearing on the dangerous health care disparities in the insular areas. The GAO is currently conducting a study to further document these problems. The amendment before you has been scored by CBO and is fully offset. Listen to the plea for medical assistance coming from the insular areas, America's most disadvantaged citizens truly need your help and this is the first step in the right direction. I urge you to support it.  I reserve the balance of my time. 

The Chairman: The gentlelady reserves the balance of her time. For what purpose does the gentleman from Texas rise?

Mr. Barton: Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the amendment. 

The Chairman: The gentleman is recognized for five minutes. 

Mr. Barton: I thank the gentleman. I rise in reluctant opposition to this amendment. Obviously I'm not opposed to providing additional dialysis and health care for the residents of the Virgin Islands and Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. However having said that the way this amendment is structured if we were to support the amendment and it were to pass, it would change the Medicaid funding formula which as we all know is a very sensitive issue and is something that in the next Congress I intend to make a major effort to do a fair reform of that formula. If this amendment were to pass it's my understanding that the people that are covered by the amendment, two million out of the three million covered are qualified for Medicaid and there could be as much as -- could be, I'm not saying there would be, but could be as much
as $28 million in expenditures, additional expenditures. Since I have the Committee of Jurisdiction and we have not even been approached on this until either yesterday or today, I would hope that the gentlelady and the gentleman from Indiana would withdraw and we could work with them to find a way to get some funding this year in some additional bill that's going to come before the floor. I would be happy to engage in a colloquy with my good friend from Indiana. 

Mr. Burton: I had an opportunity to speak with the Chairman Barton about this issue and as I understand it, Mr. Chairman, you are pretty much committed to helping get these funds this year through another source to help the people in this area. 

Mr. Barton: The gentleman is correct. I'm not opposed to the underlying substance of the amendment. My objection is to the procedure and the way it's come forward and in order to implement it in its current configuration would cause a major problem down the road in Medicaid-matched rates with other states. 

Mr. Burton: If the gentleman would yield further. The limitations that are placed on American citizens in that part of the world as far as Medicaid is concerned is quite low. Is it my understanding that you're going to work to try to change that in the next Congress? 

Mr. Barton: The gentleman is correct.  My father was a diabetic. I respect the fact that you have been out and had if not a formal hearing at least some meetings in the territories in which this was discussed. I understand the gentlelady's concern and her requirement that she has to represent her constituents. I'm not -- this is not a policy objection. This is a fact that when you deal with Medicaid we've got a carefully crafted formula that involves all the states and the territories, and this amendment would upset that formula.

Mr. Burton: If the gentleman would yield briefly further. I know Chairman Barton, he's a man of his word. If he says he'll help us get the funds for the people who are suffering in that part of the world who are American citizens I'm sure he'll do that. He also said he would address the issue of the distribution formula or the limitations that's placed on the Marianas, Guam, and Saipan, and -- what was I talking about? In any event, he's made a commitment to do that. I think it would probably be wise to consider withdrawing the amendment because I know he'll -- he's a man of his word and he'll help us get this problem solved. But I'll leave it up to you. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: The gentleman from Texas reserves the balance of his time. The gentlelady from Guam.  
Ms. Bordallo: Thank you Mr. Speaker and I would like to thank Mr. Burton for his kind words of support.   Mr. Speaker I would like to yield two minutes to the gentleman from California, Mr. Honda. 

The Chairman: The gentleman from California is recognized for two minutes. 

Mr. Honda: I rise in favor of the amendment, but it sounds like there is work afoot to support the desire for Congresswoman Bordallo to work further in the next session. Is that what I'm hearing? 
Mr. Barton:  If the gentleman would yield. It certainly would be in the next session, but I'm not opposed to doing something in the next four or five weeks if we can find the right vehicle in this session.

Mr. Honda: That would be really great. As Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific Islander Caucus, I would support that effort and I would work both with the Chairman and the gentlelady from Guam for the furtherance of this amendment. I thank the gentleman for your cooperation. 

The Chairman: The gentleman from Texas? 

Mr. Barton: I would like to yield one minute to the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Chairman: The gentleman from Indiana is recognized for one minute, which is all the time left for the gentleman from Texas. 
Mr. Barton: Then I yield the balance of my time. 

The Chairman: The gentleman is recognized.

Mr. Souder: I ask unanimous consent to revise and extend. 

The Chairman: Without objection. 

Mr. Souder: I thank Chairman Barton and I appreciate the challenge diabetes faces in the United States.  I would like to insert in the record at this point and I have considered an amendment, but actually it fits well with this, as the Subcommittee Chairman of Drug Policies and Human Resources we have been trying for about two years to get from the Department of HHS a listing of the studies on adult stem cell research, embryonic stem cell research. And finally yesterday, after twenty-three months, we got a listing of research done on stem cell research as it relates to diabetes and as it relates to Parkinson’s disease and others. And at this time I would like to insert the correspondence as well as the list of studies and conclusions of the effectiveness of adult stem cell research and the fact that they don’t have any successful clinical studies on embryonic studies. 

The Chairman: The gentleman's request to add must be done in the full house. 

Ms. Bordallo: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I want to thank the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Barton, Mr. Regula, and Obey and the Ranking Member Dingell, for their willingness to address the Medicaid caps on our territories. I also want to thank Congressman Honda from the state of California for his support and all of the others in Congress who have talked to me about supporting this issue. I think it is very important to me and all of the other delegates from the territories that these gentlemen have made a commitment to work with us in the future. And I certainly am very willing to work with them. Mr. Speaker, this has been an issue for the territories for the last 20 years and we've been bringing it before Congress and all to no avail. So I'm sure with all these fine gentlemen we will be able to work out some solutions. I want to thank the Chairman Pombo for signing off on this amendment. Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to now ask unanimous support to withdraw my amendment. 

The Chairman: The amendment offered is withdrawn without objection.
