[image: image1.jpg]1OV DAVIS, VIRGINIA
CHARMAN

DAN BURTON, INDIANA
CHAISTOPHER SHAYS. CONNECTICUT
ILEANA AOS-LERTINEN, FLORIDA
JON 1 MCHUGH, NEW YORK

JOHN L MICA_ FLORIDA

WMARK £ SOUDER. INDIANA

STEVEN C LATOURETTE OHIO
DOUG OSE, CALIFORNIA

RON LEWIS. KENTUCKY

10 ANN DAVIS. VIRGINIA

10D RUSSELL PLATIS, PENNSYLVANI
CHAIS CANNON. UTAH

DA . PUTNAM. FLORIDA
EDWARD L SCHROCK VIRGINIA
JOHN S DUNGAN, Ji.. TENNESSEE
JGHN SULLIVAN, GKLAHOMA
NATHAN DEAL, GEORGIA

CANDICE MILLER, MCHIGAN

TIM MURPHY, PERNSYLVANIA
ICHAEL R, TURNER, OHO

JOHN R CARTER, TEXAS

WILLIAM L JANKLOW, SOLTH DAKOTA
MATSHA BLACKBUAN, TENNESSEE

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS

Conqress of the United States

THouse of Repregentatives

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RavBuRN House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

Maonry. (2021 225-5074
Facuunt [202) 2253974
Mnoure (2021 225-5051
Y ooe) 225 sesz

www house.govireform

HENAY A WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA,
"RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS. CALIFORNIA

MAJOR R. OWENS, NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORK

PAUL E_KANJORSKI, PENNSYLUANIA

CAROLYN B MALONEY. NEW YORK.

ELLIAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

GENNIS J KUGINICH, OHIO

OANNY K. DAVIS. LLINOIS.

JOHN F TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS

Whe LACY CLAY. MISSOURI

DIANE £ WATSON. CALIFORNIA

STEPHEN F LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS

(CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND

INDA T SANGHEZ, CALIFORNIA

CA. DUTCH AUPPERSBERGER.
MARYLAND

ELEANOR HOLMES NOATON
DISTAICT OF COLUMEIA

M COOPER, TENNESSEE

CHRIS BELL, TEXAS

BERNARD SANDERS, VEAMONT.
INDEPENDENT




October 14, 2003
TO:

Members of the Subcommittee on Human Rights and Wellness



House Committee on Government Reform

FROM:
Dan Burton, Chairman

SUBJECT:
Subcommittee Hearing, entitled “Castro’s Cuba: What’s the Proper United States Response to Ongoing Human Rights Violations in Our Hemisphere”
The Subcommittee on Human Rights and Wellness will hold an oversight hearing on Thursday, October 16, 2003, in Room 2154 of the Rayburn House Office Building at 3:00p.m.

BACKGROUND 

The Cuban government, led by Communist Dictator Fidel Castro, has had a history of atrocious human rights violations since he assumed power on January 1, 1959.  In the last several years, outrageous crimes against Cuban nationals have been committed at the hands of their government.

Due to the increasingly dire circumstances in Cuba, every year thousands of Cubans risk their lives and attempt to brave the 90-mile sea voyage to the United States on make-shift rafts.  In response to the deaths of many Cuban refugees at sea, a non-profit humanitarian organization of pilots called Brothers to the Rescue was formed.  

On February 24, 1996, three Cessna aircrafts operated by Brothers to the Rescue flew over the Florida Straits on routine flights to search for Cuban defectors who were attempting to make the dangerous voyage to the United States.  On that day, Cuban military aircraft shot down two of the planes, instantaneously claiming the lives of 4 unarmed civilian volunteers.  The third plane was pursued by the Cuban MiGs deep into United States airspace, but was not fired upon.

The United States Central Intelligence Agency and the United Nations concluded ultimately the Cuban MiGs unlawfully murdered the Brothers to the Rescue pilots.  On August 21, 2003, the United States government finally indicted two Cuban fighter pilots, Lorenzo Perez Perez and his brother Francisco Perez Perez, as well as the former head of the Cuban Air Force, General Ruben Martinez, for their involvement in the murders of the Brothers to the Rescue pilots.  In addition to those crimes, they have been charged with conspiracy and destruction of aircraft.

The shootdown of the Brothers to the Rescue planes garnered great media attention and concern in the United States, and served as the impetus for public policy initiatives.  In the House of Representatives, then International Relations Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere Dan Burton introduced the “Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act” (LIBERTAD, also known as Helms-Burton) to seek international sanctions against the Castro government in Cuba in response to the murder of the American Brothers to the Rescue pilots, and the horrid human rights conditions in Cuba.  This legislation also planned for the support of a transition government leading to a democratically-elected government in the country.  After overwhelming support in both the House of 

Representatives and the Senate, on March 12, 1996, the LIBERTAD Act was signed into law (Public Law 104-114) by then-President Bill Clinton.  This legislation has since been the cornerstone of United States policy toward Cuba.

Since the enactment of the “Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act”, the Cuban government has continued to commit enumerable crimes against its people.  In March of 2003, Cuban police executed a crackdown of over 75 dissidents opposed to the Castro regime, sentencing oppositionists anywhere from 6 to 28 years for their supposed “crimes”.  In prison, these dissidents have been extremely malnourished and severely beaten for their involvement in the supposed plot to overthrow Fidel Castro.

Addressing the current situation in Cuba, President Bush, on October 10, 2003, discussed the great need for freedom in Cuba, and the steps that the United States will be taking to initiate the arrival of a democratic Cuba.  In his remarks, he stated that the United States is going to strengthen enforcement of current travel restrictions to Cuba, and increase inspection of travelers and Cuban goods entering the country.  In addition, the President also stated that the United States will make a concerted effort to ensure that any Cuban refugees attempting to flee the brutal dictatorship in Cuba will do so safely, and with as much assistance from the government as possible. 

The Subcommittee will receive testimony from the Honorable Roger Noriega, Assistant Secretary of State for the Western Hemisphere, to further discuss the new United States policy on Cuba.  In addition, the Subcommittee has invited Mr. R. Richard Newcomb, the Director of the Department of Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control, to testify on the current economic sanctions placed on Cuba.

The Subcommittee has also invited representatives from Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the Center for a Free Cuba, to explain the severity of human rights violations in present-day Cuba.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss the current human rights situation in the island Nation of Cuba, and how the United States should respond to help end those violations and usher in a free and democratic Cuba.
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