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Congressman Burton addresses the House floor about the high prices Americans must pay for their prescription drugs.

Full Text

Mr. Burton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, a number of us met today to review the republican prescription drug benefit plan that's going to be presented before this house in the not too distant future. I have not seen the democrat plan, but I’m sure it has some of the same benefits and some of the same problems. One of the problems that bothered me the most was that the pharmaceutical industry is going to continue to be able to charge exorbitant prices for many of the prescription drugs that are going to be covered under the prescription drug benefit bill. And that really bothers me. For the last several weeks, Congressman Gutknecht, myself, and many others on both sides of the aisle have been looking into and complaining about the exorbitant prices that are being charged to Americans as compared to the people in Canada and France and Germany and Spain and other parts of the world. We pay the highest prices for prescription drugs of any country on the face of the earth. And when we start trying to, as Americans, buy prescription drugs, the very same drugs that are sold here in America from Canada, from pharmacies in Canada where they charge maybe 1/5 or 1/2 or 1/10 of the price they are here, the food and drug administration starts saying, “oh, my gosh, it's a question of safety,” and they threaten to penalize, even prosecute people who bring pharmaceuticals into this country. And my question has been why is it that the American people are paying two, three, four, five, 10 times as much for pharmaceutical products as they're paying in Canada right next door or in Spain, France, other parts of the world? And now we're going to pass a prescription drug bill that doesn't address this problem and the taxpayers are going to spend billions, probably trillions of dollars for pharmaceutical products without any real control over these expenditures? Now, I’m not for price controls. I believe in the free market system, but at the same time, I don't believe the American people should pay exorbitant prices for the same product that's being sold 50 miles away up along the Canadian border to the Canadian people. And when Americans go up there to try to save money because it costs so much for their pharmaceutical products, they're going to be penalized for it and the FDA says that they didn't be reimported into country, the very same products. And they complain about safety. Well, we found that there's been absolutely no safety problem whatsoever. And so at this point, unless we make some changes in our prescription drug bill, I’m not going to vote for it. I’m not going to vote for a bill that's going to charge the American people, the American taxpayer huge amounts of money for pharmaceutical products for seniors when they can get those same products next door for less money. And that's just something that can't be tolerated. But in addition to that, what about the rest of us that won't be covered under the prescription drug bill? What about the rest of the Americans that are paying these exorbitant prices? Will the additional profits that are going to be made be passed on to them so that they can lower the prices a little bit to benefit the seniors who are covered under the prescription drug benefits of this bill? It’s something that we can't tolerate. We need to address the entire problem of exorbitant prescription drug prices, pharmaceutical prices here in the United States. Representative Gutknecht's been working on this for a long time. I join in his army to try to do something about it. We’re not for price controls, but the pharmaceutical industry needs to start realizing we're not going to pay exorbitant prices when they're not charging the same prices in other parts of the world. They’re saying, well, it's because we spend so much on research and development. If that's the case, spread it around. Don’t load it on the back of the American people. And in addition to that, many, many, many of these products have been subsidized by the American taxpayer through our health agencies, health and human services. Last night, representative Gutknecht talked about one where $500 million has been spent on research and development, and yet Glaxo had a $9 billion profit on this product and they only gave $35 million back in royalties to the united states government through HHS. Those are things we can't tolerate. Something has to be done about it. And we're going to continue to pound on this issue until there is some positive changes. And I’ll be happy to yield to my colleague from Ohio. 

Ms. Kaptur: I appreciate our fine colleague from Indiana yielding and wish to associate myself with his remarks and state that unless a bill comes to this floor that has a mechanism in it to have a negotiated rate for large numbers of buyers, as we do with our department of defense buying and our veterans department buying, then we are going to force Americans out there in the drug market in their tiny little canoe on an ocean that is very, very rough. They cannot possibly get a good price unless there is a mechanism within a bill that is cleared here that would allow for a negotiated rate buying. I want to say to the gentleman, thank you for bringing this problem up. I hope we can influence those in charge of writing these bills to the merit of what you are saying. 

Mr. Burton: Let me just say that I want to look at your approach to making the way we deal with veterans' pharmaceuticals – 

The Speaker Pro Tempore: The gentleman's time has expired. 


