Mr. Burton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker -- Mr. Chairman. I want to thank Chairman Hyde and Mr. Lantos for agreeing to include an en bloc amendment that deals with a very important subject that I've been concerned with for some time. As Chairman of the Government Reform Committee the past six years, I held a number of hearings on the issue of child abductions by spouses of American women and men who have taken the children who are in the custody of their mother or father here in the United States to other countries never to be seen again or heard from again by their parents. The most egregious offender of this is Saudi Arabia, and they have been complicities in allowing fathers of children born here in the United States of America mothers to come over here and kidnap the children, take them to Saudi Arabia and the mother never sees her children again, never talks to them again and it's a tragic, tragic situation. There have been cases where a mother went over to Saudi Arabia to get her kidnapped children, took them to the American Embassy and was turned away, was turned away. Actually put out on the street. She was arrested; her children went back to the father who kidnapped them. One of the children was 12 years old, and she was married off at 12 years old. These are tragic things that occurred to American children who had been kidnapped to Saudi Arabia and the mothers had to live with that for years and years and years, maybe for the rest of their lives.  So I have talked to Secretary of State Colin Powell about this. He has agreed to take steps to remedy the situation and now Chairman Hyde and ranking member Lantos have agreed to an en bloc amendment which will give the State Department tools that are necessary to help fight this terrible tragedy that's been occurring maybe in Saudi Arabia in the Middle East but also other countries throughout the world. What the bill or amendment does is it extends to the State Department powers to deny visas
for extended family of abductors and that includes the spouse, the child, the parent, the grandparent, the aunt, half brother, half sister, cousin, nephew and niece of the person who did the kidnapping. Snerds, the extended family of the kidnapper would not be allowed to get visas if the State Department so chose to deny them visas. That’s a giant step in the right direction. It puts a lot of pressure on the kidnapper to bring those children back to America and their mother and the rightful parent. It also requires the state department to submit an annual report to congress regarding the measures they have taken on international child abduction on a country-by-country basis so Congress will be made aware of what's being done to bring these children home to their rightful parents. May I have one additional minute?  It also requires notices to where they're believed to be abducted to. This requires the Secretary of State to set forth guidelines on how to treat abducted persons who seek sanctuary. There have been cases where our State Department employees haven't treated these people properly. I believe that's not going to happen in the future. So I thank Colin Powell, our Secretary of State, for agreeing to work on this and especially Chairman Hyde and ranking member Lantos. You’re doing the Lord's work, fellows.


