Saudi Arabia and Egypt 9-9-03

Mr. Burton comments on Saudi Arabia’s links to terrorist activity, and anti-American comments found in official Egyptian daily newspaper.  

Mr. Burton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I ask unanimous consent to revise and extend my remarks. 

The speaker pro tempore: Without objection. 

Mr. Burton: Mr. speaker, I hope all of my colleagues are maybe paying attention to this five-minute special order because there's a couple of things that should be brought to everyone's attention in this body and the other body. And the first one is that the Saudi Arabian government has been and continues to be in my opinion complicit in terrorist activity involving Americans abroad and here at home. The Saudi royal family according to reports that I have been made aware of have been conduits or had conduits give money to terrorists and funded terrorist activities, and I think everybody in America knows that 15 of the 17 terrorists that attacked the world trade center were Saudis. And so it seems to me incumbent upon our government to put every bit of pressure they can on the Saudi government to be a friend of the United States instead of an enemy. And we should do everything we can to stop the Saudis from funding terrorist activity on the west bank in Gaza and Israel. And toward that end, I hope that our great Secretary of State, Colin Powell, might be paying attention to what we're saying here tonight, because it's extremely important that our state department deal with that on an everyday, ongoing basis, to keep the pressure on the Saudis to bring about positive change.  I know that we get an awful lot of our energy supplies from that part of the world and Saudi Arabia supplies a lot of that, but that doesn't give them the right to support terrorism that threatens our friends in Israel or the people here in the United States. 

And then the second thing I’d like to say, Mr. speaker, is that there was a story printed, an editorial comment in the official Egyptian daily newspaper just this last week calling Americans cannibals, this is the government of Egypt speaking, prehistoric animals who feel they have the right to dismember and eat their enemies and to make sure they're dead. The Egyptian newspaper says Americans are wallowing in blood and death and dismemberment and for the crimes of the U.S. troops, the paper says, this is the Egyptian newspaper, the organ of the government, the proper response is to kill American troops. And what does the Egyptian government do? Right now, it's encouraging America hating because it takes the heat off of the government itself. This is how American hating works around the world. Call us cannibals and what we'll do is we'll support you. We give Egypt $2 Billion a year to help their economy, $2 Billion a year and we've been doing it for a long, long time, ever since the Camp David accords were signed when jimmy carter was the president. And if we're going to be giving money to the Egyptians, then we ought to demand that they show respect for our troops and our involvement in the war in Iraq. Our troops went over there to liberate that country, to save those people from a tyrant, to stop terrorism in that part of the world and around the world, and for that, our Egyptian friends, whom we give $2 Billion to a year, are calling us cannibals and saying that American troops should be -- cannibals and saying that American troops should be killed and slaughtered. This is something we should not tolerate. So I would say to our fine secretary of state, take a message to the Egyptian government. Tell them to cut this out. If they want support from the United States, let them treat us with respect and treat our troops with respect who are laying their lives on the line for the people of Iraq and the people of this world on a daily basis. and secondly, I hope our state department will continue to talk to the Saudi Arabian government and tell them to get with the program and stop supporting terrorism around the world. With that, I yield back the balance of my time. 
